CHAPTER VII
THE ENGLISH RESPONSE TO THE FRENCH
REVOLUTION.   PAINE, GODWIN
BURKE'S Reflections were put before the public
on November 1st 1790, and within four months
Thomas Paine had answered him with his
equally famous Rights of Man, Burke retorted with
his Appeal from the New to the Old Whigs, which was
not so much a reasoned refutation of Natural Law
as a savage cry for ' criminal justice ', a weak argument
for a philosopher, Paine once more took up the
challenge, and in 1792 brought out the second part of
his volume. For this action, prosecution was threatened
by the British Government, but Paine had already
retired to the (temporarily) more congenial atmosphere
of Republican France.
Thomas Paine was one of the most remarkable men
of a remarkable age. He came of Quaker stock, and
doubtless to his Quaker upbringing he owed much
of his sturdy individualism. Like the conventional
Englishman, he ran away to sea, and later on dabbled
in commerce; but he was destined for greater things,
emigrated to America, fought with apostolic fervour
in the American army against England, and rose to
high office in the new republic. In 1787 he felt,
Quaker-like, a * call * to England, and returned to work
for the liberation of his native country while experi-
menting in mechanical engineering. Thus he became
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